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‘To glorify God…to proclaim Christ…to serve others’ 

	

Christmas Newsletter 2019 

Dear friends,  
 

Once again, we are approaching the season of Advent 
and our minds are beginning to think about the 
implications of preparations, buying, giving, cooking, 
travelling and of course eating!	
	

However, whilst for many this is a joyous time; for others it 
is a time of sadness and dare say much loneliness and 
dread. Christmas time can really be a mixture of good and 
bad for many! 
 

I’ve often been struck by the human capacity to feel two things at the same moment. As a 
Minister and former Army Chaplain, I have come across all sorts of individuals who found life 
rather complicated. I remember once a man who when asked how he was, he nearly always 
replied the same way, “Oh, the usual” he would say, “Happy and sad, happy and sad.” 
 

In similar fashion, with Christmas meaning so many things to different people, sometimes our 
feelings about the season can conflict. And we can feel several things – even contrasting things – 
all at the same time. 
 

We may find cynicism jostling with sentimentality, fantasy with hard realities, joy with 
apprehension or even fear, hope alongside a nagging fear of dread or despair. These are all very 
real and are not perhaps as mutually exclusive as they may first seem.   
  

We could point to many other contrasts. While Christmas may herald a beautiful and special 
family time on the one hand, it may also simultaneously come as an enforced reminder of 
personal loss and loneliness on the other, or of frustrations within the families we are actually 
part. 
A Latin poet, Gaius Valerius Catullus (c84 – c54 BC), wrote the famous lines  
    “I hate and I love. And if you ask me how, I do not know. I only feel it and am torn in two.” 
There are many, perhaps, for whom Christmas conjures up a similar set of love-hate emotions. 
On the one hand, the Christian message contained within the Bethlehem story is one of 
unrestrained joy and exuberance at the appearance of the Son of God in human flesh. Yet this 
sits side by side with an astonishingly realistic account of the difficulties and even brutalities of 
the world into which He entered. Neither is tempered by the other. They both exist together and in 
collision.  

	

	



.But the purpose is not that they should remain forever in tension. Light does not modify 
darkness. It dispels it. It cannot ultimately coexist with its antithesis. One must conquer the 
other. And the message is that The Light will prevail. 
Jewish writer, Elie Wiesel, tells the story of two rabbis who met after the events the Holocaust. 
One said to the other,  
“After all that has happened, how can you still believe?” And the other replied, “After all that 
has happened, how can you not believe?” 
 

The narrative of faith collides with the narrative of unbelief. The message of Christmas calls us 
to faith in a God who is not afar off, but who entered our world to engage with the darkness and 
dispel it – forever.          
              The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5). 
 
My dear friend, may the Christ of Christmas comfort your heart and bring you to that place of 
joy and peace. In a world of darkness Jesus is the ‘Light of the world.’ (John 8:12).  
                       May you rest in Him and experience His love. 
 
May I wish you and yours a wonderful and blessed Christmas!  
 
	

PROGRAMME	OF	CHRISTMAS	SERVICES	
	

Sunday		 1st	December			 11am		 	 	 Gift	Service	for	Foodbank	Christmas	Gift	Scheme	
	
Sunday		 1st	December			 2.30pm-4pm		 	 Jump	for	Joy	(Christmas	Fun	Day)	
	
Saturday		14th	December	 2-4pm	 	 	 Messy	Christmas	Party	
	
Thursday	19th	December		 7.30pm		 	 	 Service	of	Carols	and	Readings	
	
Saturday		21st	December		 10am-11.30am			 Jump	for	Joy	Christmas	Party	
	
Sunday		 22nd	December		 11am			 	 	 Nativity	Play	
	
Tuesday		 24th	December		 6.30pm		 	 	 Christingle	Service	
	
Tuesday		 24th	December		 11.15pm			 	 	Watchnight	Service	
	
Wednesday	25th	December		 10.30am			 	 Christmas	Day	Service	
	
Sunday		 5th	January		 	 9.30am			 	 	 Early	Morning	Service		
	
Sunday		 5th	January		 	 11am			 	 	 Morning	Service		
	



FROM	THE	SESSION	CLERK	
	

This	is	my	last	input	to	our	Church	Newsletter	as	Session	Clerk.		
Having	completed	almost	26	years	in	the	post	I	have	decided	it	
is	 time	 to	 stand	 down.	 	 Looking	 back	 through	 the	 Church	
records,	 and	 preparing	 to	 hand	 over	 to	 my	 successor,	 I	
discovered	the	list	of	Session	Clerks	in	this	Church	(though	not	
necessarily	this	building)	going	back	as	far	as	1852.		I	have	been	
No.	 13!	 I	 found	 out	 also	 that	 none	 of	 these	 previous	 Session	
Clerks	had	served	 for	more	than	16	years.	 	 I	have	always	been	
aware	 of	 a	 sense	 of	 responsibility	 to	 those	 generations	 of	
Church	 members	 and	 office-bearers	 who	 literally	 built	 this	
Church	and	nurtured	it	into	what	we	enjoy	today.		

	

It	has	been	an	honour	and	a	privilege	to	serve	our	Church	in	this	way.		I	have	made	many	friends	
and	seen	countless	changes.		As	I	have	said	often,	I	get	much	more	out	of	this	job	than	I	ever	put	
into	 it	and	I	am	very	grateful	for	all	the	help	and	support	I	have	had	from	so	many	of	you	good	
folk	over	the	years.	
	

I	do	 intend	 to	remain	as	a	district	elder	and	look	forward	 to	continuing	to	serve	 for	as	 long	as	
possible,	although	from	more	of	a	'back-seat'!	
	

My	sincere	thanks	to	you	all,	
	

Alisdair	Drummond	

LONG	SERVICE	–	RUTH	BRAND	
	

Ruth	was	ordained	as	an	elder	in	September	1989	and	in	recognition	of	this	has	been	presented	
with	 a	 certificate	 signed	by	 the	Moderator	 of	 the	General	Assembly	 of	 the	Church	of	 Scotland.		
Ruth	 is	and	always	has	been	a	 loyal	and	dedicated	member	of	 the	Kirk	Session.	 	 She	has	been	
Convener	 of	 the	 Events	 Support	 Group,	 Safeguarding	 Co-ordinator,	 Choir	 member	 -	 amongst	
other	things.		Whenever	help	is	needed,	especially	in	the	hands-on	way,	Ruth	is	always	there,	and	
we	sincerely	hope	this	will	continue	for	a	long	time	to	come.	
	
Alisdair	Drummond							

SOUND	TEAM	
	

As	many	of	you	will	have	noted,	a	long	standing	and	very	faithful	member	of	the	sound	team,	Jim	
Webster,	has	not	been	able	to	maintain	his	church	attendance.	His	health	has	not	been	of	the	best.	
The	gap	has	been	filled	by	Clifford	Cooke	and	we	very	much	welcome	him.	I	am	sure	you	will	all	
join	with	me	 in	wishing	 Jim	a	steady	recovery.	Let’s	hope	he	 is	 soon	back	on	Sundays	with	us.	
Meantime	–	big	thanks	to	Clifford	and	the	rest	of	the	sound	team.	
If	 you	 have	 difficulty	with	 your	 hearing,	 please	 consider	 a	 hearing	 aid	 or	 aids,	 especially	 ones	
with	the	ability	to	tune	into	a	loop	system.	Everyone’s	hearing	deteriorates	with	age.	NHS	aids	are	
free,	and	I	recommend	the	NHS	as	your	first	port	of	call	before	spending	huge	sums	on	private	
aids.	
Alasdair	Shaw	



	
THE	GUILD	
	
We	began	this	session	with	a	‘Come	for	a	Cuppa’	afternoon	where	we	caught	up	with	one	another’s	news	
and	enjoyed	some	refreshments.		
	

The	Guild	rededication	service	in	September	is	the	official	start	to	the	Guild	year	and	our	reminder	that	we	
are	working	to	serve	God,	albeit	through	enjoyable	activities	and	friendship.	
	

As	always	the	first	meeting	was	an	at	home	evening	which	gave	us	the	opportunity	to	find	out	how	much	
money	had	been	raised	for	the	six	projects	that	the	Guild	is	supporting	over	the	three	year	period.	Every	
year	 it	 amazes	 me	 how	 hard	 working	 and	 generous	 Guild	 members	 are	 and	 how	 supportive	 their	
congregations	are.		
	

Peter	Donald	from	The	Sailor’s	Society	came	to	speak	at	our	second	meeting.	He	highlighted	the	need	for	
Pastors	 in	 ports	 around	 the	world,	 to	 support	merchant	 seamen,	many	 of	whom	 are	 poorly	 paid	with	
Captains	who	do	not	look	after	the	welfare	of	their	crew.	We	were	encouraged	to	knit	hats	for	the	sailors	
to	keep	 them	warm	but	also	 to	help	pastors	break	 the	 ice	with	a	gift.	 So	 if	 you	have	 some	 idle	knitting	
needles,	a	pattern	 is	available.	The	 ladies	 from	Alyth	and	Kettins	 joined	us	 for	 this	meeting;	 it	 is	 always	
lovely	to	meet	up	with	other	Guilds,	and	two	of	our	members	attended	a	meeting	in	Kettins	to	hear	a	very	
interesting	talk	there.	
	

The	Guild	road	show	came	to	Pitlochry	and	was	
attended	 by	 two	 of	 our	 members.	 They	 were	
able	 to	 spend	a	day	with	other	Guild	members,	
sharing	ideas	and	experiences.	
	

David	 Frame	 gave	 a	 talk	 at	 our	 next	 meeting	
entitled	 ‘Peace	 in	Korea’,	which	gave	an	 insight	
into	 a	 fascinating	 culture,	 and	 way	 of	 life.	 He	
talked	 about	 the	ongoing	work	 to	 secure	peace	
between	 North	 and	 South	 and	 the	 role	 Japan	
plays	in	this.		
	

The	'Made	in	the	Parish'	coffee	morning	was	an	
amazing	success,	with	£730	collected	on	the	day,	
and	still	more	money	to	be	counted.	Many,	many	
thanks	 to	 the	 very	 generous	 people	 who	
donated	goods	and	also	to	 those	who	came	and	
bought	them.	
	
With	 Christmas	 upon	 us	 once	 again,	 (where	 does	 the	 time	 go?),	 I	 wish	 you	 all	 a	 happy	 and	 blessed	

Christmas	with	Jesus	at	the	heart	of	all	our	activity.	

	
Kathryn	Webster	
	
	
	

The	“Made	in	the	Parish”	Coffee	Morning	

	



TREASURER’S	REPORT	
	

I	 have	 now	 become	
the	 recognised	
Treasurer	 of	 our	
Church.	 I	 replace	
Allan	McKay	who	has	
given	 eleven	 years	 of	

very	dedicated	service	to	us	all.	Not	only	has	the	
quality	of	his	service	been	outstanding,	but	over	
the	past	 few	months	he	has	had	 to	tutor	me	 in	
some	of	the	required	skills.	
		
Allan	 is	a	qualified	accountant	who	progressed	
to	 a	 very	 senior	 level	 in	 the	 energy	 industry.	
The	 old	 cliché	 –	 a	 very	difficult	 act	 to	 follow	–	
could	 not	 be	 more	 appropriate.	 I	 have	 no	
accounting	 or	 bookkeeping	 expertise	 but,	with	
quite	 typical	 generosity,	Allan	has	promised	 to	
be	available	to	me	for	advice.	
	

I	 have	 met	 twice	 with	 the	 new	 auditors,	
Finlaysons	in	Perth.	The	good	news	is	that	they	
think	 they	 can	 cope	 with	 the	 best	 efforts	 of	 a	
simple	country	doctor!		
	

I	 can	promise	 the	 congregation	dedication	 and	
honesty.	 I	 hope	 that	 with	 Allan’s	 continuing	
help	I	can	achieve	a	degree	of	competence.	
	
Alasdair	Shaw,	Treasurer	
	

USED STAMPS.			
It	is	hard	to	believe	there	is	much	value	in	used	stamps,	but	last	year's	collection	raised	£2,433	
for	 the	 Hungarian	 Reformed	 Church	 of	 Transcarpathia	 to	 support	 children	 and	 young	 people	
with	learning	difficulties	and	disabilities.			
	

Please	continue	to	donate	used	stamps	for	this	year's	cause,	Chigodi	Women	Centre	in	Blantyre,	
Malawi.		Here	women	are	taught	how	to	improve	their	socio-economic	status	and	increase	their	
chances	of	future	employment.			
Please	 put	 the	 stamps	 in	 my	 pigeonhole.	 	 Each	 year	 I	 deliver	 them	 to	 a	 World	 Mission	
representative	to	be	sorted	and	marketed.	
	
Moira	Somerville		

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	
	

It	seems	no	time	at	all	since	we	started	back	
after	the	summer	holidays	and	here	we	are	
now	fast	approaching	Christmas.	
	

This	year,	we	are	joining	with	Messy	Church	
for	 a	 Messy	 Party	 on	 Saturday	 14th	
December	2-	4pm.			
Our	 Nativity	 Play	 is	 on	 Sunday	 22nd	
December	at	11am.			
Sunday	 School	 will	 begin	 again	 on	 Sunday	
5th	January	2020.	
Wishing	everyone	a	 joyful	Christmas	and	a	
Happy	Year.	
	

Beth,	Isobel	and	Pamela.		

FABRIC	REPORT	
 

At	 their	 October	 meeting	 the	
Congregational	 Board	 approved	 the	
purchase	of	 a	new	noticeboard	 to	be	 fitted	
outside	the	front	door	of	the	Church.	
In	 line	 with	 the	 ongoing	 update	 of	
appliances,	 two	 smart	 meters	 have	 been	
fitted	 to	 replace	 six	 older	 meters	 in	 the	
electricity	cupboard	in	the	hall	vestibule.	
Additional	 minor	 work	 at	 the	 Manse	
includes	 a	 new	 light	 installed	 in	 the	 porch	
and	a	new	door	for		the	garden	shed.	
	

Rodger	Mackey,	Fabric	Convener	



	 	

KNITTED	GOODS	
	

The	variety	of	beautiful	 crocheted	and	knitted	items	 that	reach	me	never	ceases	 to	amaze	me.		
We	get	baby	vests,	 jackets,	bonnets,	knee	rugs,	blankets,	adults'	hats	and	jumpers.	 	 I	hear	from	
some	donors	of	the	pleasure	they	get	from	keeping	their	fingers	active	as	well	as	still	feeling	they	
can	contribute	to	society	even	when	they	are	house	bound.			
	

We	pack	everything	 in	boxes	and	 Jim	and	 I	visit	Perth	Prison	 to	deliver	them.	 	The	staff	 in	the	
Centre	who	represent	Crossreach,	 the	Church	of	Scotland's	caring	arm	 for	people	 in	prison,	or	
homeless	 following	Prison	discharge,	 or	 suffering	 in	any	way	 from	addiction,	always	 give	us	a	
warm	welcome	in	the	large	 lounge.	 	This	 is	where	the	families	of	prisoners	can	play	and	share	
experiences.	 	 The	 staff	 give	 advice	 and	 run	workshops	 in	mindfulness,	 as	well	 as	 planning	 to	
teach	parents	how	to	educate	their	children	at	home.			
	

There	 is	a	 regular	Newsletter	on	the	board	in	the	 lower	hall	describing	 the	ways	 in	which	this	
vulnerable	sector	of	mostly	young	people	are	cared	for,	demonstrating	the	love	of	God	to	all.	
	

Moira	Somerville	

MARY'S	MEALS.			
	

This	well	known	global	 charity	has	had	 a	 faithful	
support	 group	 in	 Blairgowrie	 since	 1992	 under	
the	 leadership	 of	 Margaret	 Young.	 	 Originally	
called	Scottish	International	Relief,	the	inspiration	
for	its	 formation	was	when	two	brothers,	Magnus	
and	Fergus	MacFarlane	Barrow,	were	so	moved	by	
TV	 scenes	 of	 the	 Bosnian	 War,	 where	 orphan	
children	were	starving	and	lacked	education,	 that	
they	 decided	 to	 organise	 an	 appeal	 for	 blankets	
and	food	in	their	local	area	of	Argyll.		They	loaded	
a	 jeep	 and	 joined	 one	 of	 the	 relief	 convoys	 to	
Medjugerje	 in	 Bosnia,	 a	 place	 of	 international	
pilgrimage	 they	had	previously	 visited	with	 their	
family	 in	 more	 peaceful	 times.	 	 Believing	 their	
good	 deed	 done,	 they	 returned	 to	 Scotland	
expecting	to	resume	their	jobs	as	fish	farmers.			
	

However,	 they	 found	 that	 during	 their	 absence	 their	 neighbours	 and	 friends	 had	 filled	 their	
parents'	garage	with	more	goods	so	Magnus	decided	to	give	up	his	job	for	a	year	to	ensure	the	
goods	were	all	delivered.	 	His	 journeys	became	more	extensive,	 to	 include	Romania,	and	 then	
speaking	 to	pilgrims	 from	Liberia	 and	Malawi	he	 knew	 that	God	was	 guiding	 him	 to	 feed	 the	
children	as	long	as	they	attended	school,	to	equip	their	bodies	and	minds	for	better	futures.		
The	Blairgowrie	group	has	adopted	the	school	in	Malawi.		
	

Next	big	 fund	raiser	 is	 the	very	popular	Ceilidh	in	the	Town	Hall	on	Friday	10th	 January	2020	
from	7.30	to	11pm.		Tickets	at	£10	can	be	purchased	from	Margaret	Young	(01250	875086).	
	

Moira	Somerville	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
																				Stirring	the	Giant	Porridge	Pot	



2nd	BLAIRGOWRIE	BOYS'	BRIGADE	COMPANY	
	

The	officers	and	boys	of	the	2nd	Blairgowrie	BB	Company	have	had	a	great	start	
to	their	session	and	we	have	around	50	boys	spread	throughout	our	Anchor	
Boys,	Junior	Section	and	Company	Sections.	We	started	the	new	session	off	
with	our	Annual	Enrolment	Service.	This	was	well	attended	and	we	all	had	an	
enjoyable	Service	led	by	our	new	Minister	Revd	Benjamin	Abeledo.	

	

The	Company	Section	 is	now	well	 into	the	session	with	
17	boys	working	towards	various	badges.		
As	 always,	 Friday	 nights	 at	 Company	 Section	 are	 very	
busy	 with	 a	 mixture	 of	 badgework,	 team	 games,	
individual	 competitions	 and	 drill.	 During	 the	
Remembrance	 Day	 parade	 Cpl	 Graeme	 Stewart	 carried	
our	 Company	 colours	 and	 Cpl	 Samuel	Michalak	 laid	 the	
wreath	on	the	Memorial.		
This	 year	 we	 entered	 the	 Boys’	 Brigade	 National	 Chess	
Competition.	 On	 1st	 November	 we	 hosted	 a	 team	 from	
the	1st	West	Linton.	It	was	a	close	match	and,	although	we	

didn’t	win,	our	boys	did	their	Company	proud.	
The	Junior	Section	has	also	been	busy.	Mr	Taylor	came	
along	to	tell	us	about	his	work	abroad	and	we	played	games	
using	various	objects	from	his	travels.		
Our	Halloween	night	was	much	enjoyed,	with	a	very	good	
entry	for	the	pumpkin	competition.		
The	boys	have	planted	bulbs	which	we	hope	to	see	
flowering	in	the	Spring.	Mr	Mitchell	has	started	the	figure	
marching	and	we	hope	to	perform	well	in	the	Battalion	
competition	next	year.	

Once	again	our	chess	club	is	up	and	running	and	well	attended.		Thanks	to	Mr	Gibb	and	Mr	Lang	
we	regularly	have	around	10	boys	learning	and	playing	each	week.	
We	also	look	forward	to	our	craft	nights,	the	Battalion	Swimming	Gala	and	Christmas	activities.	
Lt.	Margaret	Nicoll,	Officer-in-Charge	
The	Anchor	 Boys	 had	 a	 visit	 from	Mrs	Morrison	 and	Mrs	 Howes	 from	 the	 Kirk	 Session,	 who	
enjoyed	their	evening	and	also	took	part	in	the	drawing	activity.	Jillian	Page	visited	in	November	
to	help	us	make	Christmas	crafts.	
We	are	now	practicing	our	carol	singing	and	will	be	taking	boys	to	a	local	care	home	to	entertain	
the	residents.		After	our	Festive	Night	on	December	17th	we	take	a	wee	break	in	this	session.	
We	still	have	spaces	in	the	Anchor	boys	so	if	anyone	knows	a	primary	2	or	3	boy	who	would	like	
to	come	along	please	get	in	touch.	
Lt.	Irene	McIntosh,	Officer-in-Charge	
Finally,	 the	officers	and	boys	of	Anchor	 Section,	 Junior	 Section	 and	Company	 Section	would	
like	 to	 wish	 the	 congregation	 and	 everyone	 connected	 with	 2nd	 Blairgowrie	 a	 very	 merry	
Christmas	and	all	the	very	best	for	2020.		
Bruce	Dow,	Captain,	2nd	Blairgowrie	Boys'	Brigade	Company	
Please	check	out	our	website	at	http://sites.google.com/site/2ndblairgowriebb/		
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Cpl Michalak laying wreath at War Memorial 
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 Corin, Monty and Nathan at  National Chess Match 

  



	CONGRATULATIONS	AND	CELEBRATIONS	!	
DIAMOND	WEDDING	

	

Somewhat	 belated,	 but	 nevertheless	
sincere,	 congratulations	 to	 Elspeth	 and	
Lex	Dunlop	who,	along	with	their	children	
and	grandchildren,	celebrated	60	years	of	
marriage	last	July	with	a	special	meal	and	
family	 weekend	 at	 Duchally,	 near	
Gleneagles.		
They	were	married	by	Rev	Peter	Bisset	in	
the	High	Kirk	at	Stevenston,	Ayrshire,	on	
8th	July	1959.	
			

Very	 best	 wishes	 to	 you	 both	 for	 many	
more	happy	years	together.	
																																																																																																				Lex	and	Elspeth	with	their	family.	

CRECHE	
	

A	 warm	welcome	 awaits	 all	 little	 ones	 being	
left	in	the	care	of	the	Crèche.	This	is	held	in	a	
safe,	 cosy	 room	with	 toys	 and	 books	 to	 keep	
them	 amused.	 Each	 Sunday	 two	 ladies	 from	
our	team	of	volunteers	take	their	turn	to	help	
with	 Crèche	 and	 I	 would	 like	 to	 take	 this	
opportunity	to	thank	you	all.	

Happy	Christmas	to	everybody	and	Best	
Wishes	for	2020.	

	
	

Joy	Kearns	
 

SOCIAL	CLUB	
The	Social	Club	continues	on	a	regular	basis	with	badminton	on	
Tuesday	afternoons	from	1.30	pm,	badminton	and	table	 tennis	
on	 Wednesday	 evenings	 from	 7.00	 pm	 and	 carpet	 bowls	 on	
Friday	 mornings	 from	 10.00	 am.	 	 The	 emphasis	 is	 on	 fun,	
exercise	and	some	friendly	chat.	
	

We	 will	 have	 a	 break	 over	 the	 festive	 season	 for	 a	 couple	 of	
weeks	 and	 resume	 during	 the	 second	 week	 in	 January	 when	

players	will	be	made	very	welcome.			
Please	contact	me	for	more	information	on	01250	875383.	

Meanwhile,	we	wish	everyone	a	Happy	Christmas	and	a	Good	New	Year.	
Anne	Byres,	Secretary	

ALL	ON	CHRISTMAS	DAY	
by	Margaret	D.	

	

Doorbell	ringers,	present	bringers	
Buck's	Fizz	toasters,	turkey	roasters	

Joke	tellers,	wish	you	wellers	
Ate	too	muchers,	tummy	clutchers,	

Glass	fillers,	drink	swillers	
Washer	uppers,	break	a	cuppers	

TV	surfers,	in	the	huffers	
Loud	talkers,	drive	you	bonkers	

Quick-snooze	shakers,	leave-takers	
Goodbye	wavers,	cold	night	bravers	
On	your	own,	home	sweet	home!	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

After	a	break	for	the	summer	Messy	Church	returned	in	
September	with	a	harvest	theme.	Making	shakers	filled	with				
pulses	to	use	in	the	singing.	Rock	buns	were	cooked	and	
scarecrows	decorated.	The	children	explored	the	countryside																		
around	them	and	made	their	own	scene	with	Modroc..	
	

In	October	and	November	the	children	explored	the	story	of	
the	Shepherds	and	the	Wise	men.		Reverend	Benjamin	explained	how	the	poor	men	from	the	hills	

were	visited	by	the	angels	and	would	have	been	very	frightened.	The	wise	
men	were	educated	and	followed	the	star	to	Bethlehem	bringing	gifts.	The	
children	had	 to	 smell,	 taste	and	 feel	 10	objects	 two	of	 them	were	myrrh	
and	frankincense	
They	 also	made	 stained	 glass	pictures	 of	 the	wise	men,	 star	 biscuits	 and	
covered	boxes	with	jewels	where	they	could	put	the	gold	coins	they						
received			at	the	end	of	the	service.	

											 								  	
Sheep	on	sticks,	making	the	shepherds,	a	shepherd,	Wise	men	stained	glass.	

Below	working	hard	on	their	stained	glass	pictures.	
Messy	Church	and	Sunday	school	are	holding	a	joint	
Christmas	party	on	the	14th	December	2-4pm,	all	children	
who	have	been	to	a	Messy	Church	are	welcome.	Please	
confirm	attendance	by	emailing	
messychurchblair@outlook.com	
Susan Whiteford Co-ordinator 

Abigail	and	Simon	with	their	
scarecrows	

	

EARLY	MORNING	SERVICE	
	

In	November	there	was		a	special	service	to	relaunch	early	morning	
services	on	the	first	Sunday	of	the	month.	For	this	service	breakfast	
was	served	at	9.15am	and	the	service	started	at	9.45pm.	Heather	
Holloway	a	Scripture	Union	leader	was	invited	to	lead	the	service	and	
gave	everyone	many	ways	in	which	they	were	an	important	part	of	the	
Church.	Everyone	welcome	to	the	next	service	on	5th	January.	
																																																																																																																	Building	cheerio	towers	using	a	variety	of	senses.	



CHILDREN	LEARN	WHAT	THEY	LIVE	(contributed	by	Jean	Gibb)	
	

If	children	live	with	criticism	they	learn	to	condemn	

If	children	live	with	hostility	they	learn	to	fight	

If	children	live	with	ridicule	they	learn	to	be	shy	

If	children	live	with	shame	they	learn	to	feel	guilty	

If	children	live	with	tolerance	they	learn	to	be	patient	

If	children	live	with	encouragement	they	learn	confidence	

If	children	live	with	praise	they	learn	to	appreciate	

If	children	live	with	fairness	they	learn	justice	

If	children	live	with	security	they	learn	to	have	faith	

If	children	live	with	approval	they	learn	to	like	themselves	

If	children	live	with	acceptance	and	friendship	they	learn	to	find	love	in	the	world	

							by	Dorothy	Law	Nolse	

EVENTS	SUPPORT	GROUP		
After	a	welcome	Summer	break	our	Soup	Lunches	are	now	back	into	full	swing	and	well	attended.	
To	date	the	following	amounts	were	raised	–	September	£180	for	Riding	for	the	Disabled,	October	
£200	for	Blairgowrie	Christmas	Lights	and	in	November	£280	for	Poppy	Scotland.		
Proceeds	 from	our	next	 three	 lunches	 are	 to	be	 for	Christians	Against	 Poverty,	 Souper	 Sunday-
HIV/Aids	 and	Blairgowrie	Guides	&	Brownies.	We	 look	 forward	 to	 your	 continued	 support.	 It’s	
lovely	 to	 see	 you	 all	 share	 fellowship	 and	we	 are	 pleased	 to	welcome	 those	who	 perhaps	 had	
never	attended	our	 lunches,	which	are	held	on	the	second	Sunday	of	each	month	after	morning	
worship.	Our	Children’s	Nativity	Service	will	be	held	on	Sunday	22nd	December,	after	which	tea	
and	coffee	will	be	on	offer	with	the	usual	Christmas	fare	to	eat.	Once	again	thank	you	all	so	much	
for	your	support.	
On	behalf	of	our	Committee	I	 take	this	opportunity	to	wish	you	all	a	very	Happy	Christmas	and	
good	health	and	happiness	in	the	coming	New	Year.		
	

Sandra	Fleming,	Convener	

THE	HITCH-HIKER'S	GUIDE	TO	THE	BIBLE	by	Colin	Sinclair	
	
This	is	a	very	readable	book	which	gives	an	overview	of	the	books	of	the	Bible.	Colin	Sinclair,	on	the	book	
of	Acts,	makes	the	point	that	‘Acts’	should	always	follow	the	hearing	of	the	Gospel.		Acts	is	a	thrilling	and	
challenging	book	 to	 read.	With	 courage,	 the	early	Christians	 like	Stephen,	Barnabas,	Paul,	Timothy	and	
many	others	stepped	out	in	faith.		
	

The	author	comments,“Where	tradition	blocked	progress,	it	was	renewed,	and,	if	necessary,	abandoned.	
The	great	commission	had	to	be	obeyed	and	the	work	moved	forward”.	The	early	church	expanded	with	
boldness	and	unflinching	perseverance.	
	

May	God	grant	us	the	grace	to	be	like	these	great	pioneers	of	our	faith.	
	

Please	see	Margaret	Conroy	if	you	would	like	to	borrow	the	book.	
Marjorie	Ferguson	



	

THE	LEGEND	OF	THE	SPIDER'S	WEB	
	

When	Mary	and	Joseph	and	Jesus	were	on	their	way	to	Egypt,	so	the	story	goes,	
as	the	evening	came	they	were	weary	and	they	sought	refuge	in	a	cave.		It	was	
very	cold,	so	cold	that	the	ground	was	covered	with	white	hoar	frost.		
	

A	 little	 spider	 saw	 the	 baby	 Jesus	 and	 he	 wished	 so	much	 that	 he	 could	 do	
something	to	keep	Him	warm	in	the	cold	night.		He	decided	to	do	the	only	thing	

he	could,	to	spin	his	web	across	the	entrance	of	the	cave	to	make	a	curtain	there.	Along	the	path	
there	 came	 a	 detachment	 of	 King	 Herod's	 soldiers,	 seeking	 for	 children	 to	 kill,	 to	 carry	 out	
Herod's	bloodthirsty	order.		When	they	came	to	the	cave,	they	were	about	to	burst	in	to	search	it,	
to	see	if	anyone	was	hiding	there,	but	their	captain	noticed	the	spider's	web	which	was	covered	
in	the	white	hoar	frost	and	stretched	right	across	the	entrance	of	the	cave.	“Look	at	the	spider's	
web	 there”	he	said,	“It	 is	quite	unbroken	and	 there	cannot	possibly	be	anyone	in	 that	 cave,	 for	
anyone	entering	would	certainly	have	torn	it”.	
	

So	the	soldiers	passed	on,	and	left	 the	Holy	family	 in	peace	because	a	 little	spider	had	spun	his	
web	across	the	cave's	entrance.	
	

And	that,	so	they	say,	 is	why	to	this	day	we	put	tinsel	on	our	Christmas	trees,	 for	the	glittering	
tinsel	streamers	stand	for	the	spider's	web,	white	with	the	hoar	frost.	It	is	a	lovely	story	and	this	
much	at	least	is	true	–	that	no	gift	which	Jesus	receives	is	every	forgotten.	
	

Contributed	by	Wendy	McLaggan	

BERRYPICKERS'	CEILIDHS	
	

When	 Brexit	 was	 announced	 we	 all	 thought	 that	 our	
Ceilidhs	 for	 the	 Easter	 European	 students	 who	 help	 our	
farmers	with	 the	 berry	 harvest	would	 stop.	 	 Last	 year	we	
reduced	the	number	from	8	to	2	and	used	the	smaller	(and	
no-cost)	venue	of	our	Church	hall.			
	

It	 was	 interesting	 how	 impressed	 the	 young	 people	were	
that	 we	 ran	 these	 Ceilidhs	 free	 of	 charge	 because,	 as	
Christians,	we	wanted	to	 show	 the	 joy	of	sharing,	 through	
eating	and	dancing	with	strangers	who	were	visiting	us.	
	

We	found	the	numbers	still	wishing	to	attend	reached	over	
100,	which	 proved	 rather	 cramped	 in	 the	 Church	 hall!	 	 A	
meeting	 of	 our	 faithful	 helpers	 in	 September	 decided	 we	
would	once	again	cater	for	two	Ceilidhs,	on	1st	and	15th	July	
next	year,	but	would	rent	the	more	spacious	Town	Hall.			
	

However,	the	added	expense	necessitates	a	fund	raiser	and	
the	Airlie	Street	Hall	in	Alyth	has	been	booked	for	a	coffee	
morning	 on	 Saturday	 13th	 June	 2020	 from	 10am	 to	 12	
noon.	 	 Donations	 of	 baking,	 raffle	 prizes	 and	 bric-a-brac	
will	be	most	welcome.			
	

If	 you	 have	 never	 attended	 an	 Alyth	 coffee	 morning,	
consider	 yourself	 deprived	 and	 do	 come	 along	 for	 the	
experience	and	to	support	us!	
Moira	Somerville	

	

OUR	PRAYER	PARTNER			
CAROLINE	WHITE		
	
Caroline	 arrived	 safely	 back	 in	
Pakistan	at	the	end	of	October.		There	
was	 a	 warm	 welcome	 for	 her	 at	 the	
school	 and	 the	 hospital	 and	 she	 is	
glad	to	be	back.			
	

The	 first	 two	 weeks	 have	 been	
challenging	and	she	would	appreciate	
your	ongoing	prayers	for	the	school.		
	

Please	 remember	 them	 as	 they	
prepare	for	Christmas	-	that	 it	can	be	
a	 joyful	 time	 of	 thanksgiving	 for	 the	
greatest	Gift	of	all.”	
	
	

With	many	blessings,	
Caroline		



	

FLOWER	ROTA		 
 As	the	festive	season	approaches	I	would	like	to	express	my	sincere	thanks	to	all	
who	have	helped	in	any	way	to	keep	the	church	supplied	with	flowers	throughout	
the	year.		For	each	donor	their	flowers	are	usually	a	reminder	of	a	special	date	or	
anniversary,	with	happy	or	sad	connotations,	and	 for	 those	who	receive	them,	a	
reminder	that	they	are	not	forgotten	and	still	part	of	our	congregation.	

Soon	I	will	be	preparing	the	donors'	list	for	next	year	and	would	like	to	suggest	that	anyone	who	
wishes	to	be	added	to	it	should	contact	me	at	the	church,	or	by	telephone	on	01250-872060.	
Flowers	 can	be	 from	 gardens	 or	 shop	bought,	with	 the	 amount	 spent	 being	 entirely	 up	 to	 the	
donor.		If	anyone	feels	too	inexperienced	to	arrange	them,	that's	no	problem	as	someone	else	will	
do	it.	
May	I	wish	you	all	a	Merry	Christmas	and	All	the	Best	for	2020..	
	

Yvonne	A.	Taylor,	Flower	Convener			

PARISH	REGISTER	
New	Members	by	Transference	of	Certificate	–		
	

Rev	Benjamin	and	Mrs	Marie	Abeledo,	Blairgowrie	Parish	Church	Manse,	David	Street	
	

Andrew	McConnell,	Linnkeith,	Balmoral	Road,	Rattray	
	

Rev	Ian	K	McLachlan,	22	Beeches	Road	Blairgowrie	
Deaths	of	Members	
	

J	Rae	Robertson	
	

Stuart	Bain	
	

Robert	Anderson	
	

Mrs	Margaret	Henderson	
	

Baptisms							
	

Rebecca	Emily	Millington				20th	October	2019		

Mrs	Margaret	Stark	
	

Louis	Axworthy	
	

David	Low	
	

Stephan	Pol			

A	WEE	WORD	FROM	THE	EDITOR	
As	I	write	this	it's	only	halfway	through	November	but	by	the	time	you	read	it	you'll	be	well	into	
preparations	for	Christmas.		It's	just	as	well	'Strictly	Come	Dancing'	is	at	the	end	of	another	series	
so	that	 the	 ladies	 in	particular	have	more	weekend	hours	to	devote	to	writing	Christmas	cards	
and	 seeing	 to	 what	 seems	 like	 the	 million	 and	 one	 other	 things	 that	 need	 done	 to	 ensure	
Christmas	runs	smoothly.	 	 In	 fact	most	of	you	are	so	busy	both	 inside	and	outside	the	home	at	
this	 time	 of	 year	 that	 you	 feel	 like	 you're	 Strictly	 Come	 Prancing	 as	 you	 try	 to	 get	 through	
everything.		Instead	of	waltzing	serenely	through	the	festive	season	it's	more	a	case	of	the	Jingle	
Bell	Jive,	leading	into	the	Postage	Polka	and	Gift-shopping	Shuffle,	followed	by	the	Tinsel	Tango	
and	finishing	with	the	Turket	Trot!		Never	mind,	it	will	be	all	right	on	the	night	as	they	say,	and	by	
the	time	Christmas	Eve	comes	around	the	commercial	razzamatazz	will	be	fading,	to	be	replaced	
by	the	true	joy	of	the	season	as	our	hearts	gladden	once	more	to	the	wondrous	story	of	the	birth	
of	the	baby	Jesus	that	first	Christmas.	
At	 this	 time	 I	want	 to	 thank	 everyone	who	 has	 so	 ably	 contributed	 in	 any	way	 to	 the	 Church	
newsletter	throughout	the	year	and	also	to	the	Elders	who	regularly	trudge	around	their	districts	
delivering	 it.	 	 Special	 thanks	 also	 to	 Susan	Whiteford	who	 stepped	 in	 to	 do	 the	 lay-out	 of	 last	
Easter's	issue	and	is	continuing	to	help	in	this	way.		All	much	appreciated!	
Have	a	lovely	Christmas	and	'A	Guid	New	Year',	
Margaret	Drummond					


